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More than two years ago, farmers throughout the Central Valley of California recognized the
efficiencies to be gained by advancing a regional, scientific water quality management program
to address discharges from irrigated lands. This regional approach is consistent with the federal
Clean Water Act (CWA, 2002) and meets the challenges associated with managing nonpoint
source pollution. The program provides the capacity for state regulatory authorities to work
together with the regulated community to ensure implementation of management practices in an
iterative fashion, not via a punitive process.

The membership of the Sacramento Valley Water Quality Coalition recognizes that
implementation of such an iterative program is a long-term educational process that will help
growers, farmers and wetland managers understand impacts to water quality and, in response,
modify their cultural practices to reduce those impacts. While this shift might come at a price,
the farmers understand the need to remain true to their stewardship principles by minimizing
impacts on the resources vital to their continued production and economic success.

The Sacramento Valley Water Quality Coalition could not have prepared the Watershed
Evaluation Report (WER) and the Monitoring and Reporting Program Plan (MRP) without the
commitment and dedication of hundreds of individuals and organizations throughout the
Sacramento River watershed. Representatives with particular agricultural expertise and a unique
understanding of the geographic, hydrologic and agronomic features of their watershed have
compiled the reports in each of the ten subwatersheds. Particular thanks must be given to the
following individuals that provided input and guidance during the development of the reports.
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Bardin Bengard, Farmer, Cottonwood, CA

Bill Berens, Los Molinos Mutual Water Company

Mark Black, Tehama County Agricultural Commissioner
Bill Borror, Supervisor, Tehama County

Burt Bundy, Landowner, Mill Creek

Hal Crain, Landowner, Corning, CA

Sacramento River Watershed
Monitoring and Reporting Program Plan
Apri2004 January 2005



Sacramento Valley Water Quality Coalition Acknowledgements

Vickie Dawley, Tehama County RCD
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