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The Butte Creek Fish Improvement projects are located along Butte Creek, a tributary of the
Sacramento River in California’s Central Valley. The various projects together comprise one of
the nation’s most significant fisheries restoration efforts, with 90 miles of Butte Creek = —
restored for the benefit of spring-run salmon. These projects also divert water for the benefit

of farms, birds and other species along the Pacific Flyway.
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well-timed functional flows for
spawning and holding habitat.**
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SUCCESS ON BUTTE CREEK

Butte Creek is one of only four Sacramento River
tributaries with remaining populations of the

endangered spring-run Chinook salmon. Resource
agencies and conservation groups value Butte
Creek as a keystone in preserving and recovering
spring-run salmon, which in some years had
dwindled to less than a 100 returning adults from
1970 to the early 1990s. Today, as a result of the
Butte Creek Fish Passage Improvement projects, in
tandem with a valuable food supply and safe rearing
habitat in the Sutter Bypass wetlands, more than
10,000 spring-run salmon return on average to
Butte Creek. These projects all provide multiple
beneficial uses, serving water for fish, farms, birds
and various other species.

Pictured above: Central Valley Spring-Run Chinook Salmon Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt tearing down
Illustration by Paul Waters, courtesy of Cal Trout McPherrin Dam in 1998.
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)
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