
  Once a month I discard the office attire and pull on my 
jeans and camo fat baby cowboy boots, jump into a district 
pick-up to collect groundwater measurements. I look for-

ward to work-
ing in my 
"outside of-
fice" snapping 
pictures of my 
adventures to 
post later on 
F a c e b o o k , 
making my 
office con-
strained friends jealous. 

  I am always impressed with the exceptional quality of habitat 
our landowners provide to a multitude of species.  A recent 
Audubon article highlights the waterbird conservation efforts un-
dertaken by rice farmers; I am fortunate to see it firsthand.  Farm-
ers also encourage the presence of “listed” species. This “owl 

box” is beneficial 
to the farmer to 
control rodents 
who dig holes that 
hinder efficient 
water manage-
ment practices. 

  I've been "stalking" this Osprey mother and 
baby since April, perched high above Butte 
Creek.  I happily anticipate my daily visit as much 
as my morning caffeine, imagining they look for-
ward to seeing me drive by before they head out 
on their next fishing trip. 

    Farmers also partner with wildlife agencies by 
growing crops on publically managed lands or pro-
viding easements for essential habitat conserva-
tion.  Western Canal Water District supplies water 
to both the Howard Slough and Llano Seco units of 
the Upper Butte Basin Wildlife Area. 
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http://www.scwa2.com/Documents/hcp/Final%20Draft%202.2/Appendix%20B/Swainsons_Hawk.pdf
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/lands/wa/region2/upperbuttebasin.html
http://www.yoloconservationplan.org/yolo_pdfs/speciesaccounts/birds/swainsons-hawk.pdf

